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his Lordship observes by halves: for the goose is there
drawn pecking at a snail, just as I do at him, to make^him
mend his pace in relation to the public, although it be
hitherto in vain. And besides, Dr. Arbuthnot,1 who is a
scholar, says, you meant it as g^cor^imentjfor us both:
that I am the goose who saved ^^^^^^^^^^Sf
and that his Lordship is represented by the snail, because
he preserves his country by delays. But my Lord Masham
is not to be endured : he observed, that in the picture of the
inside, which represents a great company dancing, there
stands a fool with a cap and bells ; and he would needs
understand that figure as applied to me.

>           happened last night to be at my Lad

ess of Shrewsbury's ball:2 where, looking a little singular
among so many fine ladies and gentlemen, his Lordship
came and whispered me to look at my box ; which I *"e-
sen ted so highly, that I went away in a rage without staying
for supper.

However, considering of it better, after a night's sleep, A
find all this is nothing but envy, and a design to make a
quarrel between you and me: but it shall not do so; for 1
hope your intentions were good, however malice may mis-
represent them. And though I am used ill by all the
family, who win my money and laugh at me; yet, to vex
them more, I will forgive them for your sake; and as soon
as I can break loose, will come to Dunkirk for a fortnight,
to get a little ease from my many persecutions, by the Har-
leys, the Mashams, and the Hills: only I intend to change
my habit, for fear Colonel Killigrew should mistake me
for a chimney-sweeper.3 In the meantime, I wish you all
success in your government, loyal French subjects, virtuous

1  Although this is the first reference to Arbuthnot in this Corre-
spondence, Swift had been for some time on intimate terms witn
him.

2  Writing to his brother the Earl of Stratford on the previous day
Peter Wentworth says: "All the news we have here is that" I am in-
vited to a ball to-night at the Duchess of Shrewsbury's. . . - There
are to be but seven couples ; women, her Grace, five maids of honour,
and Miss Touchet ; men, the Duke of Argyll, Lord Cardigan* Lora
Masham, Lord Bathurst, Sir Robert -Rich, Mr. Darce'yTaHa inyselt
(" The Wentworth Papers," p. 296).

3  The reference is probably to Henry Killigrew, who was Lieutenant-
Colonel of the Dragoons.   There is evidently an allusion to some
passage in the " Hue and Cry after Dismal" (supra, p. 337, n. 3)-irarT^nkirk in the Habit of a Chimney- Sweeper and carried |
